ABF Systems Regulations

by David Stevenson

It is always helpful if regulations can be generally understood.  It is a bad idea if a word with a commonly accepted usage is used in regulations to mean something different, even if there is a clear definition.  The Definitions use the term "Bid" to mean "Opening Bid" and "Pass" to mean "Opening Pass".  This may shorten the document very slightly, but the loss in clarity makes this undesirable.  I strongly suggest that the regulations are amended to include "Opening Bid" "Opening Pass".

In #2.3 it is required for players to exchange system cards when playing with screens.  This regulation should be extended to when playing without screens.

In #2.8 there is a requirement for TDs and ACs to consult system files when making rulings.  This is a nonsense: if read carefully, it says that the TD should not rule on a lead out of turn without consulting the system file!  If the word "should" was altered to "may" then the regulation becomes satisfactory.
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