ABF Screen Regulations

by David Stevenson

C.  THE AUCTION

This section is concerned with Written Bidding, Bidding Boxes, Alerting and Explanations.  In the case of the first three there are separate ABF regulations for them - and ABF Alerting regulations include a section on explanations.  Either these regulations should cover these matters in full, which they clearly do not at the moment, leaving many things out, or they should only be concerned with matters that are different from the regulations without screens.  In fact, I am sure the latter is better and is intended.  Unfortunately, it does not say so.

I suggest a total re-write of  this section as follows:

5.1  The auction is effected by writing on a Written Bidding Record sheet ["bidding slip"] or using Bidding Boxes and an apparatus which transfers the auction under the screen ["bidding tray"].

5.2  When bidding slips are in use, ABF Written Bidding Regulations apply except as shown here:

· Dummy records the play in the absence of a recorder

· South or the recorder records the score which is checked and initialled by West

· When  a call has been made it may be changed if it is illegal or inadmissible or inadvertent and has not passed the screen and the Director consents to the change

· Law 25 may be applied once a call has passed the screen

5.3  When bidding boxes are in use, ABF Bidding Box Regulations apply except as shown here:

· The first call placed by each player should touch the extreme left [right for left handed boxes] of the player's segment of the bidding tray

· When  a call has been made it may be changed if it is illegal or inadmissible or inadvertent and has not passed the screen and the Director consents to the change

· Law 25 may be applied once a call has passed the screen

5.4  ABF Alerting Regulations apply except as shown here:

· Players alert their own screen-mate, thus the player who makes an alertable call should alert, as well as his partner who will do so when the tray passes

· An approved method of alerting when bidding boxes are in use is to place the alert card on the screen-mate's segment of the bidding tray: he then hands it back.

5.5  [Unchanged]

5.6  [Unchanged]
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