ABF Written Bidding and Bidding Box Regulations 

by David Stevenson

A.  INTRODUCTION

I suggest that Law 73C replaces Law 16A in #3.1: it is the Law that tells players what to do.

B.   WRITTEN BIDDING

#5.1 refers to a Figure I.  However, I never saw a Figure I, and I believe it is not helpful to put this in the regulations.  Similarly, Figure II should be deleted from #6.2 and Figure III from #7.1.

#6.1  makes a reference to whether it is mandatory to mark the dealer and vulnerability.  The ABF should either require it or forbid it: I suggest the latter.  It does little good, and does harm when someone gets it wrong.  I therefore suggest forbidding it, and thus deleting #6.2 entirely.  However, #6.3 must remain until the practice dies out.  It is done in some states and not others: consistency around Australia would be desirable.

There is also a reference in #6.2 to the difference when screens are in use.  This should be deleted even if my suggestion of forbidding marking is not accepted: it should properly be part of Screen regulations.

The reference in #7.1 to "in the vacant box nearest to left of that player's segment ..." is not accurate.  Most bidding sheets contain two lines of boxes per person, and while the procedure is well known, it should be mentioned accurately but a convenient wording is difficult to find.  Perhaps "in the next vacant box working from left to right of that player's segment ..."?

There is also the question of the double // for the final pass.  Different states have different views, and it would be helpful if this was standardised throughout Australia.  However, there is no real reason for it [it is like saying "Pass Pass" using spoken bidding to show it is the last pass] and I suggest the ABF abandons the practice.

It has also been suggested that N be permitted instead of NT for no trumps: this is not a good idea: many people's writing is fairly poor, and H and N can look similar.  Furthermore, alternatives are not a good idea.  Similarly \ should not be allowed as an alternative for /.

In #8.1 there is reference to the fact that the bidding sheet should be removed by dummy.  It says that if dummy omits to do this then there is no penalty.  I have two comments.  First, if this is a requirement, it is very wrong for a regulation to say there is no penalty.  It should be a matter for a Director's discretion.  Even if it is normal for there to be no penalty, it must be permitted for the Director to apply one in an aggravated case.

However, an alternative suggestion is that the ABF should accept what is done in practice and allow the bidding slip to remain face up on the table.  No doubt it has been said that this would be a breach of Law 41B, but this is incorrect.  While a player may not ask for a review of the auction during the play of the hand [after the first trick] that does not forbid him from seeing a record.  Consider a related case: players may not ask for a review of the bidding during the auction when it is not their turn to call: that does not mean that the bidding slip should be hidden from them when it is not their turn to call!

Furthermore, the slip is referrd to by different names during these regulations: it should be standardised.

I this suggest the following regulations:

B. WRITTEN BIDDING

5.1  The written bidding record sheet ["bidding slip"] to be used is as determined by the CTD.

5.2  [Unchanged]

6.1  Players should not mark the dealer and vulnerability on the bidding slip.

6.2  [Deleted]

6.3  [Renumbered as 6.2]  The Director will normally apply a procedural penalty to a player who marks the bidding slip incorrectly as to dealer or vulnerability.  Nevertheless, it is the responsibility of all players to know and use the dealer and vulnerability marked on the board: players who take action based on a written bidding slip which is marked incorrectly have no recourse.

7.1  A call is not made until the player has written the appropriate numeral, if necessary, with the appropriate symbol.  Each call should be written in the next vacant box working from left to right of that player's segment of the bidding slip.  The symbols are:


the numerals 1,2,3,4,5,6,7


C for clubs


/ for pass




D for diamonds


X for double




H for hearts


XX for redouble



S for spades








NT for no trumps

7.2  [Unchanged]

8.1  The bidding slip is left face up on the table until the end of the hand and is then turned down.

8.2  [Unchanged]

C.  BIDDING BOXES

While Bidding Boxes are not in common use in Australia [except with screens], it is important to get the regulations right since their use may grow.  There has been a change throughout  the world as to when a call is made, using Bidding Boxes, and I suggest that Australia should change NOW to follow international convention.  The current agreement elsewhere [including in WBF events, despite a note to the contrary] is that a call is made when it is taken from the box [apparently intentionally].  Of course, a call taken out inadvertently may always be changed under Law 25A.

I suggest that the Bidding Box Regulations should not be modified for screens.  The correct place for regulations to do with screens is under Screen regulations.

The current regulations make no allowance for left handed boxes and should do so.

Rather than make individual recommendations I suggest that th ABF might consider adopting the EBU's regulations.  These were constructed by taking the WBF regulations and improving them.  I have added them below.
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7.3.1
The EBU has adopted the following procedures based on recommendations by the WBF.

7.3.2
Starting with the dealer, players place their calls on the table in front of them, from the left and neatly overlapping, so that all calls are visible and faced towards partner.  Players should refrain from touching any cards in the box until they have determined their call. A call  is considered to have been made when the call is removed from the bidding box with apparent intent (but the Director may apply Law 25).

Note that some left-handed bidding boxes are available, where the calls are placed in a row from right to  left.

7.3.3
Alerts should be made by use of the Alert card.  It is the responsibility of the Alerting player to ensure that BOTH his opponents are aware of the Alert.

7.3.4
Before making a jump bid (ie a bid at a higher level than the minimum required) a player must place the Stop card in front of him, then place his call as usual, and eventually remove the Stop card. His LHO should not call until the Stop card has been removed.

The Stop card should be left on the table for about ten seconds, to give the next player time to reflect.  It should not be removed prematurely.

7.3.5 After a jump bid, the next player MUST pause for about ten seconds before  calling. It is an offence either not to pause or to show indifference when pausing.  If the Stop card has been removed prematurely or has not been used, an opponent should pause as though the Stop card had been used correctly.

7.3.6
At the end of the auction the calls should remain in place until the opening lead has been faced and all explanations have been obtained, after which they should be returned to their boxes.

7.3.7
Calls made using cards are treated under the Laws in the same way as spoken calls.  For example, a call may be changed without penalty under Law 25A only if:

· The change is solely due to the player having taken out the wrong card in error, and

· He changes - or attempts to change - it instantly when he realises that he has removed the wrong card by mistake.
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