
APPEAL No 1:  I wonder what this bidding means?
Tournament Director:

Hugh Arnold
Referee:

Anne Jones
Notes by editor:

A Referee is an Appeals Committee comprising one person.
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Basic systems:

East-West play Natural + Multi
	WEST
	NORTH
	EAST
	SOUTH

	2♦! (1)
	Dbl (2)
	2♠! (3)
	Pass (4)

	3♥
	6♠
	Pass
	Pass

	Pass
	
	
	


(1) Multi
(2) Good hand

(3) Playable in 2♠ or 3♥

(4) Asked what the bidding meant and passed in tempo
Result at table:

6♠ making by North, NS +1430, lead ♥2
Director first called:

At end of hand

Director’s statement of facts:

East called the TD and indicated that he did not consider the 6♠ bid by North was appropriate.  TD asked to see North’s hand which is obviously game-going.  North must have a bid which must be 4♠ or 6♠.  No point in calling 5♠.
Director’s ruling:

Table result stands

Details of ruling:

TD considered North was perfectly entitled to call 6♠ if he wished.  Law 16.
Appeal lodged by:

East-West

Director’s comments:

The UI did not suggest that 6♠ would be more likely to succeed than 4♠.

Comments by East-West:

North’s 6♠ bid is speculative (to say the very least).  It is made less risky by South’s interest in proceedings (shown by requesting an explanation of the auction).  Thus there is a case that North is bidding on UI.
East claimed that 2♠ was not invitational in hearts.  West said that if maximum he would have made a trial bid in a minor.

Comments by North-South:

South said that she would have asked a question out of interest even if holding   xx  xxx  xxxx  xxxx.

Referee’s decision:

Score assigned for both sides:


4♠ +2 by North, NS +680
No deposit taken

Referee’s comments:

6♠ disallowed.  TD has considered 4♠ to be an LA and has misinterpreted the Law by considering that the question did not possibly convey UI.
I consider that South has conveyed UI and that the 6♠ call has been made safer.  I consider that North has information that was not available from the legal auction.
