
APPEAL No 4: You play the mini?
Tournament Director:

Roland Bolton
Appeals Committee:

Frances Hinden (Chairman)  Heather Dhondy   Paula Leslie
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Basic systems:

North-South play mini no-trump 1st + 2nd position n/v
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(1) West stated to South “you are playing mini no-trump?”

(2) Transfer to clubs

(3) Takeout or showing extra values

Result at table:

2( doubled –3 by South, NS –500
Director first called:

After East doubled 1NT bid
Director’s statement of facts:

West agreed that he stated to South “You are playing a mini no-trump” (3rd board of match).   TD was recalled at end of play.
TD asked East value of the double over a 12-14 1NT.  He was told 15+, but shaded down over a mini no-trump.  East also stated that he had the option on the hand of using Astro.

Director’s ruling:

Score assigned for both sides (Law 12C3):

   67% of 2( +1 by East, NS –140

+ 33% of 2( +2 by East, NS –170

Details of ruling:

TD ruled that East had options of doubling or bidding Astro.  The statement by West suggested that doubling would be the correct decision.  TD replaced double of 1NT with an Astro-type bid.  Law 16.
Appeal lodged by:

East-West

Comments by East-West:

West asked if it was a mini – did not state it.  West had only just pulled cards out of board when asking.  East stated (when asked by TD) that double of mini virtually mandatory with 13+ (ie stronger Milton count than max mini).
East did not receive unauthorised information: he was aware of the NT range.

Appeals Committee’s decision:

Table score re-instated

Deposit returned

Appeals Committee’s comments:

Discussion at appeal convinced us that West asked without having sorted his hand and no UI was given.
Please tell E/W not to do this – find out the range of 1NT at the start of the match and then shut up.  Next time you may not be so lucky!

Note by editor:

At the time there was a regulation that players were expected to find out the opponents’ no-trump range at the start of the round.  By the time this booklet is published, partner will announce the range automatically whenever a natural 1NT is opened hopefully eliminating many of these type of problems.
