Dear Commentators

There are 12 appeals for the EBU, and 5 appeals for the WBU.  While I am happy to see comments on all of them, feel free to only comment on some if you want.  If you feel you only want to comment on just the EBU ones, or just the WBU ones, that is fine.  The EBU booklet is likely to get a larger audience.

As to style we ask you to be somewhat kind in your wording.  I do not expect or want you to avoid criticizing people, but if you can do so in a friendly way it would be appreciated.  “I find it difficult to believe anyone allows 6NT” means much the same as “It was a dreadful decision to allow 6NT” but seems much nicer.  All the AC members are volunteers.

If you want to see what has been written in earlier years all the booklets are available from
http://blakjak.org/appeals.htm

There is a list of abbreviations at the bottom – more jargon than previously, but BLML and RGB have had a lot of effect!  Try not to use other abbreviations unless they are generally known.  I have changed the abbreviations for agreed hesitation and alert from earlier years.
What I want from each of you is:

1. A comment on each appeal that you find worthy of comment.  In general comments should not be longer than about ten lines: an occasional exception where you feel there is a lot to say is acceptable. I do reserve the right to edit for length, or where there is a clear misunderstanding of the English way, or for spelling or punctuation.  The only editing I did last year was for spelling and punctuation.

2. A final general comment for the EBU appeals.
3. A final general comment for the WBU appeals.

4. A short bio.  No need for the people from last year, of course, though feel free to revise what was entered last year.  In fact I wrote many of them, but I do need some idea even if you want me to write them.  Where you live would be a good start!  To give you an idea some previous ones are below.

I expect your answers in NO MORE THAN six weeks from receipt of this.

David Stevenson, the editor, is an International Tournament Director from Liverpool, England.  He has served as a member of the Tournament Appeals Committee of the World Bridge Federation, and on Appeals Committees in the ACBL, Ireland and Sweden.  He is a member of the Laws & Ethics Committees in England and Wales.  He was formerly the Secretary of the European Bridge League Tournament Directors’ Committee, a commentator in the ACBL appeals books and Chief Tournament Director of the WBU.

Herman De Wael is an International Tournament Director from Antwerpen, Belgium.  He has served as a member of the Tournament Appeals Committee of the World Bridge Federation and is a member of the Appeals Committee of the European Bridge League.

Eric Landau is an American.  He was a successful tournament player in the ACBL and Canada in the 1970s and 1980s, but has been semi-retired from competition since the late 80s and currently plays only once in a while.  He is the author of the book "Every Hand An Adventure", and his writings have also appeared in The Bridge World, the Bulletin of the ACBL, and various lesser-known publications.  He directs at the club and local levels occasionally, and managed a bridge club for several years. 

Con Holzscherer was a member of the Dutch Appeals Committee (the Dutch National Authority in the sense of Law 93C) for about 15 years.  He has extensive experience as a tournament director and as a player in events ranging from local clubs to World Championships.  He has extensive experience as a member of tournament appeals committees.

Ron Johnson is a strong club and former tournament player from Ottawa, Canada.  He has won the New York regional open pairs.  He has always been fascinated by tournament reports and appeals.  He also writes fairly extensively on baseball.

Frances Hinden and Jeffrey Allerton are tournament players from Surrey, England.  Recent successes include winning the 2003 Gold Cup, while Jeffrey is a past European and World junior champion.  They both used to direct club and county competitions, and Frances has recently joined the EBU panel of referees.

Adam Wildavsky is the proprietor of Tameware LLC, a computer consulting company in New York City specializing in "Extreme Programming". He has been interested in the laws ever since he became the director of the MIT Bridge Club, more than a few years ago.  Adam is a member of the ACBL's NABC Appeals Committee, an ACBL casebook commentator and is a regular contributor to the Bridge Laws Mailing List. He is appeals editor for the Greater New York Bridge Association.  His recent tournament successes include a win in the 2003 Reisinger Board-a-Match (Point-a-Board?) teams, and a Bronze Medal in the Monte Carlo Bermuda Bowl.  His study of the laws is informed by his study of Objectivism, the philosophy of Ayn Rand. From 1972-1974 Adam lived on Hall Road in London next door to the future home of the St Johns Wood Bridge Club. 

There are some abbreviations, and they are listed here:

	EBU
	English Bridge Union

	WBU
	Welsh Bridge Union

	L&EC
	Laws & Ethics Committee

	TD
	Tournament Director

	Director
	Tournament Director

	AC
	Appeals Committee

	Committee
	Appeals Committee

	LA
	Logical alternative

	AI
	Authorised information

	MI
	Misinformation

	UI
	Unauthorised information

	PP
	Procedural penalty [a fine]

	N/S
	North-South

	E/W
	East-West

	!
	Alerted

	…
	Hesitation [agreed]

	(1), (2) etc
	References to notes below

	((((
	Spades hearts diamonds clubs

	Dbl
	Double

	Rdl
	Redouble

	NT
	No-trumps
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