
APPEAL No 22:  ‘I thought it was routine’
08.067 Brighton Swiss Teams
Tournament Director:

Neil Morley
Appeals Committee:

Heather Dhondy (Chairman), Neil Rosen, Tim Rees
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Basic systems:

North-South play 5 card majors, weak NT
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(1) Alerted
(2) Not alerted and showing diamond stop and suit
Result at table:

4(x( by East, NS –710, lead (2
Director first called:

After opening lead faced
Director’s statement of facts:

S called the TD to the table after dummy had been tabled claiming that he had been damaged by the failure to alert 3NT. He said that N was inexperienced and that N had doubled 3NT for penalties as she thought it was natural. S said that he would not have doubled 4( had 3NT below alerted.
Director’s ruling:

Table result stands

Details of ruling:

Both N and S are experienced players and in the top ½ of field. Both players are sufficiently experienced to realise that 3NT was not ‘to play’.
Appeal lodged by:

North-South

Director’s comments:

N is a Premier Life Master (554 greens and 8 gold points). Even if N believed that 3NT was natural S by his own statement said he realised that it was not natural. His double of 4( must be for business.
Comments by East-West:

‘I thought it was routine’
Appeals Committee decision:

Director’s ruling upheld

Deposit returned

Appeals Committee’s comments:

At this level we feel that N could have worked out the 3NT would not be natural – N is not an inexperienced player. Also the double of 4( was thought ill-judged.
