
APPEAL No 28:  ‘The Laws require an adjustment …’

08.085 Year End London
Tournament Director:

David Stevenson
Appeals Committee:

Jeremy Dhondy (Chairman), Ryan Stephenson, Nevena Senior
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Basic systems:

North-South play natural, 3NT pre-empt in a minor
East-West play 5cd majors, strong NT
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(1) Before passing looked at convention card and asked but did not understand answer
(2) Pass or correct

(3) Before passing asked meaning of 3NT – see below.
Result at table:

4(+1 by East, NS –620, lead (K
Director first called:

Before W’s first pass
Director’s statement of facts:

There was a language difficulty and TD called before W’s first pass. S sent away from the table and N explained meaning of 3NT. N called TD back at the end of the auction to reserve rights after W’s questions followed by E’s bid. Recalled TD at end of hand to ask for a ruling.
E considered action (as opposed to pass) routine since S had limited hand.  She said it was too dangerous previous round when S was unlimited.
Director’s ruling:

Table result stands

Details of ruling:

Action rather than passing was evident, i.e. pass was not a logical alternative.
Appeal lodged by:

North-South

Basis of appeal:

4( after the questions unacceptable
Director’s comments:

N said the laws required an adjustment unless TD asked 10 players and 9 took action. TD explained that was not part of law.
TD only consulted one other person because of practical considerations.

Appeals Committee decision:

Director’s ruling upheld

Deposit returned

Appeals Committee’s comments:

That for E to bid was evident although we believed double was much more clear than 4(.
W should be told that he should not ask unless he has a reason to do so and we did not accept his explanation that he was considering action based on his hand.
